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banqueters up and down the hall. They stared at Odysseus in
amazement while he made his petition:

'Arete, daughter of divine Rhexenor, as one who has suffered
much I seek refuge with your lord, I abase myself at your knees,
and I appeal to these guests. May the gods grant them happiness
for life and give each the joy of bequeathing to his sons the
treasures of his house and the honours which the people have
allotted him. As for myself, I beg you to arrange for my con-
veyance to my own country, as soon as may be, for I have had to
live through many a long day of hardship since last I saw my
friends.f

His petition made, he sat down in the dust by the hearth, close
to the fire. And from that whole company there came not a
sound, until at last the silence was broken by the venerable lord,
Echeneus, a Phaeacian elder who was the most eloquent speaker
among them and rich in the wisdom of his forefathers. At this
juncture he made his friendly counsel heard:

heinous, it is unseemly and unlike your royal ways to let a
stranger sit in the dust at the hearth, while the guests around you
must patiently await your lead. I beg you, sir, to let him rise and
seat himself on one of the silver thrones, and to tell your
squires to mix some wine so that we can make a fresh libation, to
Zeus the Thunderer, who watches over suppliants that deserve
respect. Also let the housekeeper fetch supper from the larder
for our visitor/

Thus reminded, the divine king, Alcinous, took the wise and
subtle Odysseus by the hand, raised him from the hearth and
seated him on a polished throne, which the gallant Laodamas,
his favourite son, who sat next to him, vacated at his request. A
maid came with water in a beautiful golden ewer and poured it
out over a silver basin so that he could rinse his hands. Then she
drew a wooden table to his side, and the staid housekeeper
brought some bread and put it by him with a choice of dainties,
helping him liberally to all she could offer. While the stalwart
Odysseus ate and drank, King Alcinous gave an order to his
squire: